Attachment 4
Forest Service - Wyoming Greater Sage-Grouse Proposed Land Use Plan Amendment and
Final Environmental Impact Statement

Proposed Priority-Core and Proposed Priority-Connectivity

The USFS proposes to manage additional management areas, identified as “Proposed Priority-
Core” and “Proposed Priority-Connectivity,” according to management prescriptions for Core
Population Areas. Presumably this is done in order to comply with USFS “viability”
requirements. With limited exception, these areas identified in Maps 2-8, 2-13, 2-18, 2-23, 2-28,
and 2-33 are not consistent with Core Population Areas identified in EO 2015-4, which were
developed through a public and science-based process. The USFS attempt to add significant
areas to Priority Habitat Management Areas within the State of Wyoming are neither consistent
with EO 2015-4 nor supported by science. They have the potential to cause widespread, adverse
effects on land and natural resource management and these additions are not necessary to
maintain and enhance Greater sage-grouse population and habitat in Wyoming.

The USFS M Creek Area in the Thunder Basin National Grassland, for example, is an area of
slightly more than 26,000 acres. It contains only three known leks. According to USFS data, 37
birds were observed at two of the three leks in 2006. Recently the Sage Grouse Implementation
Team reviewed this area and determined that it is not adjacent to other Core Area Populations, it
lacks sufficient suitable habitat, is leased for oil and gas development and thus is not suitable for
designation as priority habitat.

I request that the USFS remove these areas. They should be managed in accordance with EO
2015-4.
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